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The forensic use of bioinformation law - summary sheet

	Since 2003
	· In England, Wales and Northern Ireland, DNA profiles and fingerprint records are stored permanently on databases even if the person arrested is not later charged with or found guilty of a crime

· DNA profiles of individuals who have volunteered their DNA as part of an

· investigation may be stored permanently if consent is given by the volunteer

· The UK has the largest DNA database per head of population of any country in the world, with 5.5 million DNA profiles held

· In Scotland, records are destroyed if the person is not charged or convicted, unless it is a serious crime and the police request to keep it

	December 2008
	· In a case brought by UK residents, S. and Marper, to The European Court of Human Rights, the Court ruled that keeping an innocent individual’s DNA and fingerprints on record indefinitely is a violation of a person’s right to privacy

· Legal changes were therefore necessary in England, Wales and Northern Ireland

	May 2009
	· The Government announces new proposals to change the way DNA is used and retained in England, Wales and Northern Ireland

· More than 500 people and organisations write to the Government setting out their views on the proposals

	November 2009


	· The Government announces revised proposals, including:

· All DNA samples should be destroyed as soon as they are converted into a profile

· DNA profiles of people arrested but not later convicted of a crime should be

· retained on the National DNA Database for 6 years

· The proposals will be debated in Parliament and introduced through an Act of Parliament ‘as soon as Parliamentary time allows’


