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Sheila explained that she had been asked to invite the group to take part in a 
consultation about ethical issues in relation to dementia. It is a large 
consultation (35 questions) but Sheila had picked out 1 question for the group 
to discuss: 

(13)‘When judging the best interests of a person with dementia who lacks 
capacity, how should the person’s past wishes and values be balanced with 
their current wishes, values and experiences?’ 
 
Anne very helpfully gave the group an example of when such a situation might 
arise -  
 
If a person who had dementia chose to wear clothes that were totally out of 
character and family members were upset or concerned that if it were not for 
the dementia, the person would not choose to wear these clothes – should the 
person with dementia be encouraged to wear some alternative more in keeping 
with what they might previously have chosen? 
 

Members of the Inverness Dementia Group made the following comments: 

 

• family members or staff should explore with the person who has dementia 
what their current feelings are. They should not assume that they know best. 

 
• It is important that the person with dementia feels happy now.  
 
• More weight should be given to what the person with dementia wants rather 

than staff or family carers. 
 
• What I want matters! 
 
• Listen to me! 
 
Also present for this discussion were family carers and staff facilitating the 
group – they made the point that family carers often feel protective and 
responsible for the person with dementia. It was clear that if you ask a group of 
carers this question you will get a different answer from if you ask people with 
dementia themselves. 


