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QUESTIONS ANSWERED: 

Question 1  
 
ANSWER: 
Biofuels must be seen as part of the solution. There is a "fuel hierarchy" like the waste hierarchy and the 
focus needs to be on minimising the use of fuels and using whatever fuels we do in the most efficient way 
possible as well as ensuring the fuels that we do use have the lowest environmental footprint. Biofuels 
are an example of a fuel that can have a low environmental impact and could be used very efficiently 
without radical changes to the transport infrastructure. 

Question 2 
 
ANSWER: 
The ethical challenges are similar to those for any global industry and so include balancing the needs of 
different people, including future generations, with the responsibility towards our biodiverse planet. It is 
necessary to recognise that the current use of fossil fuels is not morally neutral and therefore that this 
needs to be considered when looking at alternatives such as biofuels. 

Question 3 
 
ANSWER: 
Reliable and balanced information is hard to come by. There are many voices which seem to give 
conflicting perspectives on the same issues. I rely on as many sources as possible (from biofuelswatch to 
Biodiesel Magazine) to try and get a more rounded view. 

Question 4 
 
ANSWER: 
The drivers will be a combination of demand from members of the public and companies which are 
leading in the environmental arena, political will and scientific and technological development. Ultimately 
the success of biofuels will require the development of economically viable solutions that offer real and 
demonstrable environmental benefits that are acceptable to the public. Emphasis should be made on 
ensuring that biofuels development continues to actively involve all stakeholders. Models such as FSC, 
PEFC and Fairtrade may be helpful in this regard. 

Question 5 
 
ANSWER: 
A balance needs to be struck between the use of biofuels for GHG emission reduction and ethical issues. 
Biofuel use should be more heavily supported in instances where motor vehicle mileage has been 
siginificantly reduced, load factors maximised, vehicle efficiency dramatically improved etc.  

Question 6 
 
ANSWER: 
Local, diversified and sustainable production will improve energy security. Issues such as "food or fuel" 
need to be understood in the appropriate context. Development needs to be aware of local, national and 
global ethical issues. 



Question 7 
 
ANSWER: 
The development of local, appropriate, diverse and sustainable biofuel production will support economic 
development. The lessons of intermediate development (e.g. Practical Action) could be helpful here. 

Question 8 
 
ANSWER: 
No comment 

Question 9 
 
ANSWER: 
Ethical issues arise from the use of these technologies independent of their use in fuel production and are 
probably best discussed in these fora. 

Question 10 
 
ANSWER: 
Issues of power are important here and so equitable access to fair legal process is essential. 

Question 11 
 
ANSWER: 
There is a lack of interface between the developers of biofuels, the manufacturers of vehicles and end 
users. For example, there is a lack of biofuel trials involving the use of operational private sector fleets. 
Groups such as the LowCVP are an important agent to improve this situation and have already made 
major inroads in this area. 

Question 12 
 
ANSWER: 
Investment should be directed to supporting existing and rising early adopters to develop operational 
systems as quickly as possible that will offer significant and measurable environmental and ethical 
benefits. Strategy decisions need to involve the views of many stakeholders, including policy makers, fuel 
developers, infrastructure providers, fleet users, NGOs, vehicle manufacturers and the public. 

Question 13 
 
ANSWER: 
Land use is a complex issue and so all development has some impact on it. One way to avoid land use 
issues may be to ensure that any individual that could be negatively impacted has a stake in the 
development and thus looks on it positively. The greater use of biofuels must be accompanied by the 
lessening of fuel use generally, and the reducing of the land use requirement for vehicles. 

Question 14 
 
ANSWER: 
The solution for the developed and developing world may be different. The mobile telephone explosion in 
the developing world may have useful lessons in this regard. It will be necessary for richer countries to 
assist poorer countries through the transition to a low carbon economy. 



Question 15 
 
ANSWER: 
Indirect effects should be included if they are also included in the "business as usual" case. Similarly, 
positive indirect effects will also need to be included as well as negative. 

Question 16 
 
ANSWER: 
There are significant issues. Lessons may be learned from existing schemes such as FSC and the 
experiences of the paper industry in dealing with biodiversity and land use constraints. This is further 
complicated by the complexity of food footprinting, including the impact of food waste, fodder crops etc. 

Question 17 
 
ANSWER: 
Food issues are complex and emotive. Food security issues are often more related to political and 
economic issues than technology. The equitable use of biofuels, focusing on local, appropriate, small 
scale production could substantially improve food security through enabling the better development of 
local economies. 

Question 18 
 
ANSWER: 
The difference in land use trends as well as economic and political differences will mean that different 
countries will have different issues. Ethical issues will need to be considered, which means that simplistic 
targets should be avoided. 

Question 19 
 
ANSWER: 
It is likely that some will gain and others will lose. Particularly, it is essential that a broader use of 
economic measures be used, which include other aspects of sustainability. It is essential that there are 
opportunities to share best practice as the industry develops. 

Question 20 
 
ANSWER: 
Ditto Question 18 

Question 21 
 
ANSWER: 
Investment should be directed to supporting existing and rising early adopters to develop operational 
systems as quickly as possible that will offer significant and measurable environmental and ethical 
benefits. Significant private funding will become available if governments set long term targets and 
incentives. 

Question 21 
 
ANSWER: 
Investment should be directed to supporting existing and rising early adopters to develop operational 
systems as quickly as possible that will offer significant and measurable environmental and ethical 



benefits. Significant private funding will become available if governments set long term targets and 
incentives. 

Question 22 
 
ANSWER: 
Please see above answers 

Question 23 
 
ANSWER: 
Promotion should be within a general framework to encourage carbon reduction, community creation, 
healthy lifestyles, ethical living etc. A focus on simplistic targets like an increase in biofuels may be 
counterproductive through negative publicity from NGOs etc. This will have the additional benefit of 
encouraging entrepreneurial developments. 

Question 24 
 
ANSWER: 
There may be a need to differentiate between biofuels made from agricultural processes (agrofuels?), 
biofuels made from wastes (recyclofuels?), those created by genetic process (genefuels?), those made 
from new biological actions (neofuels?) and any other sector. Lumping them together as biofuels means 
that ethical issues from one type of biofuel can easily impact another where the issue may not be 
relevant. 

 


