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9  The role of the law Plenary activity

Introduction

The plenary asks students to consider whether the law is adequate to protect animals and researchers. The activity is described as a plenary, but could be used as a main activity depending on how the discussion questions are used.
Learning outcomes

Students

· develop an understanding of the role of the law 

· evaluate strategies for improving the conditions of animals used in research.
Structure

Individual or group work.
Resources

Resource: The role of the law.
Activity

The resource sheet provides examples how the law influences research, and protects animals and researchers.

The discussion questions are on a separate sheet so that teachers can decide on their use. The questions might be used individually or given to different groups. The first two questions might be worked on in groups and the final question can be used as a summary.




Discussion questions                                                                                   (
1
Is keeping the law enough to do ‘the right thing’?  Compare the role of the law in another context: for example, road traffic.  How many things are there that you can think of that are not required by law, but count as ‘doing the right thing’? 

2
The Government assesses whether the benefits to humans or other animals outweigh the costs to the animals used in the experiment. 

Do you think researchers should also think themselves about this, or should they just wait to see what the Government says?

3
Are there any laws or policies that you would introduce to:

· improve the welfare of animals used in research;

· reduce the numbers of animals used in research;

· protect scientists from the threatening or illegal behaviour of protestors?
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Research on great apes (gorillas, chimpanzees) is banned in the UK.





Each scientist must obtain a special licence from the Government before carrying out research on animals. 





The Government sets minimum standards for the housing and care of animals used in research.





The Government will only allow research to go ahead if the benefits outweigh the costs.





By law, medicines must be tested on animals before they can be used by humans to check for any side effects.








Many chemicals that go into household products must be tested for safety before they can be sold, which often means testing them on animals








Government officials inspect research laboratories, often unannounced, to check that the law is being adhered to.





A scientist caught breaking the law on animal research can be fined or imprisoned (max 2 years).





Each research project must be granted a special licence from the Government before research on animals can take place.





The police have powers to stop protestors harassing scientists outside their home.
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Animal testing has been banned for cosmetics, alcohol and tobacco.
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