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7  Putting on the pressure

Introduction

This activity asks students to consider different perspectives on animal testing. It uses video clips from the BBC website as source material. Further development of the topic explores how individuals and groups can influence government decision making.

Learning outcomes

Students
· develop skills of using a reasoned argument to support a point of view

· develop skills of evaluating a range of points of view.
Structure

A mix of group and whole class work.
Resources

Resource sheet: Putting on the pressure 

Internet access for pairs or the whole group.
Activity

1
Students watch a video clip from the BBC website of protestors at the site of Oxford University’s research centre and are asked to consider whether this is the right or wrong way of trying to stop animal research.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/nolavconsole/ukfs_news/hi/bb_rm_fs.stm?nbram=1&nbwm=1&bbram=1&bbwm=1&news=1&nol_storyid=4754527&checkedBandwidth=bb&checkedMedia=ram&subtitles=hide&alreadySeen=1
Students watch three further clips related to the activities of animal rights protesters giving: 

the GSK shareholder’s perspective

http://news.bbc.co.uk/nolavconsole/ukfs_news/hi/newsid_4750000/newsid_4756100/bb_rm_4756105.stm
the scientist’s perspective

http://news.bbc.co.uk/nolavconsole/ukfs_news/hi/newsid_4750000/newsid_4755400/bb_rm_4755455.stm
the protestor’s perspective
http://news.bbc.co.uk/nolavconsole/ukfs_news/hi/newsid_4750000/newsid_4755100/bb_rm_4755189.stm
2
Students are asked to make a note of the key points of the arguments. 

It is worth noting that a very small minority of people opposed to animal research (about 40 people in the UK) choose to use threatening and intimidating tactics to fight their cause. Some of these tactics are illegal.

The arguments are gathered as a class and students vote on whether they are in favour of or against the use of animals under stringent conditions.

3
Students are then asked to investigate an issue which has been affected by changes in the law and how these changes have come about. This activity might be more relevant to Citizenship students as it links people, participation and democracy to a topical issue.
People have strong views about the pros and cons of the use of animals in research and testing. 

Have a look at the BBC video clip linked from this page. Work out what the protestors are trying to achieve and how they are going about it.

	What are the protestors trying to achieve?
	How are they going about it?

	

	


                                           ( 
In pairs or groups, discuss whether you think this approach is a ‘right’ or ‘wrong’ way of trying to stop animal research. 
Explain your point of view – what would you do?

Now watch the following three BBC video clips. Make a note on the table of the key points of each argument. 
1
The shareholder’s perspective 
2
The scientist’s perspective 
3
The protestor’s perspective 

	Shareholders
	Scientists
	Protestors

	

	
	


( 

As a class, gather the arguments. Vote on whether you think the use animal research is acceptable if:

· the costs to the animals are outweighed by the benefits of the research;

· the lowest possible number of animals are used;
· pain and suffering is minimised as far as possible; and
· there are no available alternatives.

How can things change?

In 1997, the Government announced that no more animals would be used in the UK to test cosmetics, alcohol and tobacco. There are a number of factors that could have contributed to this. 
· Organisations against animal testing, such as the Body Shop and the British Union for the Abolition of Vivisection, campaigned for the ban by launching petitions, lobbying MPs, working with the media (newspapers and TV), and demonstrating outside cosmetics companies.

· Consumers began to avoid buying cosmetics tested on animals.

· Several cosmetics companies stopped testing on animals to win back customers.

Choose an issue that has been affected by changes in the law. Investigate how these changes came about. Consider ways in which individuals and groups can have an impact on the law, and how they might have been used in the issue you have selected. 
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