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 6  What are the motives?

Introduction

This activity helps students to become aware of the motives behind the material that pressure groups present to the public. They explore a range of websites with the help of a list of questions in order to come to conclusions.
Learning outcomes

Students will:

· develop an understanding of the range of perspectives on animal testing
· develop skills of evaluating the motives of websites
Structure

Students work individually or in pairs.
Resources

The activity is designed to be carried out in a room equipped with computers.

Resource sheet ‘What are the motives?’ Remember to check the web addresses before the lesson. 
Activity

Four groups of websites are listed on the resource sheet. Students open their chosen websites and consider the questions on the resource sheet as they are browsing through the pages. From the Citizenship perspective, this is a valuable activity because it explores how organisations and pressure groups communicate their mission.

The group shares their conclusions and discusses how different organisations select and use information
.

Conclude by asking students if there are any other questions they might use to interrogate a website.

Information about the websites

http://www.medicalprogress.org/
The aim of the Coalition for Medical Progress is to “help explain the benefits brought about by animal research”.

http://www.pro-test.org.uk/
Pro-Test campaigns “in favour of continued animal testing and in support of scientific research”.

http://www.rds-online.org.uk/
RDS is “the UK organisation which represents doctors and scientists in the debate” about using animals in research and testing.
http://www.nc3rs.org.uk/
The National Centre for the Three Rs “provides a UK focus for the promotion, development and implementation of the Three Rs in animal research and testing”.

 http://www.frame.org.uk/ 
FRAME (Fund for the Replacement of Animals in Medical Experiments) promotes the widest possible adoption of the Three Rs, with a long-term goal of total elimination of laboratory animal use.

http://www.rspca.org.uk/sciencegroup/researchanimals
The RSPCA's ultimate aim “is the replacement of animal experiments with humane alternatives. Until this can be achieved, animals used in research should receive humane and compassionate treatment at all times.”
http://www.buav.org/  
The British Union for the Abolition of Vivisection campaigns “peacefully to create a world where nobody wants or believes we need to experiment on animals.”

 HYPERLINK "http://www.navs.org.uk/home/" 
http://www.navs.org.uk/
 
The National Anti-Vivisection Society campaigns “for the abolition of cruel and futile experiments on animals”.

http://www.speakcampaigns.org/
SPEAK, “the voice for animals”, pro-actively campaigns to end animal experiments and has been “forced to choose unorthodox methods to draw attention to an issue where other means have failed”.

http://www.uncaged.co.uk/ 
Uncaged campaigns to end animal experiments by holding demonstrations, giving out information in the street and proposing motions in Parliament.
Choose one website from each of the following three groups, so you have three websites in total.

 Group 1
http://www.medicalprogress.org/
http://www.pro-test.org.uk/
http://www.rds-online.org.uk/

Group 2
http:/www.nc3rs.ac.uk 

http://www.frame.org.uk/ 

http://www.rspca.org.uk/servlet/Satellite?pagename=RSPCA/RSPCARedirect&pg=researchanimals 

 Group 3
http://www.buav.org/  

http://www.navs.org.uk/ 

Open the websites and jot down your answers to the following questions while you are browsing through the pages.

· What does the text on the website tell you about the views and aims of the organisation?

· What kind of images have they chosen? What does this tell you?

· Do you think the website offers balanced information about animal research? If not, what information have they left out?

· Do you think any of the information is misleading?

· Who funds the organisation? What does this tell you?

· Has reading the website influenced your views on animal research?

Group 4

Here are two more websites. Choose one of them and answer the same questions as before.

http://www.speakcampaigns.org/
http://www.uncaged.co.uk/ 

What differences are there between with websites in Groups 3 and 4?

Why do you think they are different?
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