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2  What do we know?  Starter activity

Introduction

The activity asks students to question the assumptions they may make about images of animal research.

Learning outcomes

Students will appreciate that they need to consider an image carefully before they come to conclusions.

Structure

Students work in groups.

Resources

Enlarge the resource sheet to A3, and provide each group with one copy. Alternatively use an interactive whiteboard. 
Activity

Students work together to decide how much they really know about the image. They have to decide what they are certain about, what is likely and what they are uncertain about, by looking at the image. They record their thoughts on the sheet.
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Feedback: Groups share ideas – which could all be recorded on an interactive whiteboard. 

They are then asked to reflect on how this activity affects their ideas when presented with such images. What questions would they like to ask about the image?

Suggested answers

It is certain that…

… the monkey is on a table

… the monkey’s leg is bandaged 

… there is a tube going into the monkey’s leg

… the monkey is in a room

It is likely that…

… the monkey is not free to leave the room

… there are humans in the room

… the monkey is in a vet’s room or research lab

… something is being put into the monkey’s leg through a tube
It is uncertain that…

… the bandage is there because of an accidental injury or because it has been experimented  on

… the monkey is in pain

… the monkey is uncomfortable 

… the monkey is frightened

… the monkey is content 

… the monkey is relaxed

… the substance being put into the monkey’s leg through the tube is helping it or damaging it

… the monkey is on its own or there are other monkeys around

... the monkey is making a noise

… the living conditions of the monkey, outside of this room, are big or small

… the photo was taken recently

… the monkey has been in the room a long or short time.














































It is certain that …….
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 It is likely that …….
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It is uncertain that ……..
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