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1  What animals?  Starter activity

Introduction

An introductory activity to explore the number and types of animals used in research.

Learning outcomes

The development of introductory ideas about why different animals are used in research, and the numbers of animals that are used in research.
Structure

Whole class and group work.

Resources

PowerPoint presentation – What sort of animals are used in research?

Activity

Slide 1: Newspaper headlines 
Brief discussion of issues. Contrast angle of different newspapers.
Slide 2: What do hundreds of sheep look like? 
This is simply to give students an idea of the scale of animal usage.
Slide 3: A range of animals that are used in research. 
Ask students to rank animals according to the number they would expect to be used in research. This could be done on an interactive white board by dragging size of animals to reflect the rank order.
Slide 4: Slide shows animals drawn to scale according to the numbers of each animal used in research. Compare students’ results with this evidence. 

Brainstorm the reasons why different animals might be used for different experiments, i.e. why aren’t mice always used to avoid inflicting pain on higher animals like dogs and monkeys? Why aren’t monkeys always used as they are the closest animal to humans? Answers could include: 

· The most appropriate animal is used and this varies from experiment to experiment.

· Animals with the lowest intelligence levels (least developed nervous system) are used if possible.

· Different animals share different characteristics with humans. Mice have many of the same genes as humans so studies on genetic disorders can be studied in mice. But studies on human brain diseases often need to be carried out in monkeys. 
· Mice and rats can breed quickly – which could be needed to test, for example, how characteristics are passed onto the next generation.


Slide 5: A pie chart of the percentages of different types of animal used in research in 2006. 
Discussion points
Does the actual number or the percentage give you a better picture of the use of animals in research (see table below for examples)? Why might people use different measures? 
	Animal
	Number
	Percentage

	Mice
	2 million
	69%

	Rats
	400,000
	13%

	Fish
	275,00
	9%

	Birds
	115,000
	4%

	Dogs
	7500
	0.2%

	Monkeys
	4000
	0.1%


Slide 6: Questions for discussion:

· Does the number of animals matter?

· Does the type of animal matter?
Ideas might include:

How many animals might be sacrificed for one human life?
Emotional feelings about animals we think of as cuddly.
The relationship between the nature of the animal and degree of suffering.

Remember that this is an initial activity and these issues can be explored in greater depth in further activities. Encourage students to develop their own ideas rather than expecting to be provided with answers.
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