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 10a Assessment activity 

Introduction

Having carried out a variety of the other activities on animal testing, students complete their work by demonstrating that they appreciate the issues involved in the animal research debate and the range of views on the subject.
Learning outcomes

Students develop skills that enable them to:

· appreciate difference points of view

· communicate an issue in an informed, persuasive way
Structure

Group work

Time allocation: 
1 lesson plus homework for preparation plus 1 lesson for presentation.
Resources

Resource: Active Citizenship sheet
Activity

Students devise a presentation for a particular target group to help people understand the issues and points of view relating to animal testing. The target group could be MPs, patients in a hospital, school students, visitors at a library, or any group you can think of that might be interested. The presentation could take the form of a display, PowerPoint presentation, web pages, newsletter, leaflet or an assembly.

Students always respond well to having an independent audience. This can be done by inviting key people from the local community with an interest in animal testing. 

People representing the following groups could be invited to provide feedback on the pupils’ work.

· Local MP

· Doctor from a local hospital or GP surgery

· Scientist with an interest in the issues

· Representative from the retail sector such as the Body Shop

· Pharmaceutical company representative

· Journalist from the local newspaper

· Vet

· Anti animal research organisation

· Representative from a patient group or charity such as Cancer Research UK or The Alzheimer’s Society.

A mix of people with different points of view would help students to appreciate the different perspectives.  If visitors only represent one point of view, you, or a student, should act as ‘representative’ of a contrasting view. If you can’t get a visitor to attend, students could send their ideas to a local MP.

Questions could then be put to these individuals on the issues surrounding animal testing.

If possible students should be able to display their work in the local community to increase the publics’ awareness of the issues surrounding animal testing.
Active citizenship: the use of animals in research and testing

Misinformation can cause real problems within our society. Devise a campaign to inform a specific target group about animal research and the issues that it raises. 

Evaluate the effectiveness of your campaign.

Developing your campaign

· Identify your target group.

· Select an appropriate campaign strategy for your target group e.g. displays, Power Point presentation, web page design, newsletter, assembly.

· Produce an action plan

· Decide what information on animal research you want to include.

· Use evidence to back up the points that you make.

· Include a balanced argument.

· Decide whether you want to use images and explain your reasons for using them.

Evaluating your campaign

· How will you judge its success? 

· What impact did your campaign make?

· Reflect on your learning.

· How could you develop / modify your work?
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